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intention was indeed to move first in the south, is not yet publicly
known.

Across the Channel the situation was now the reverse of that of
1940, with the capital difference that the English and Americans,
unlike the Germans after the fall of France, were overwhelmingly
superior at sea. Since submarines are impotent where hostile war-
ships and planes are abundant, the only German naval opposition
to be feared would be comparatively feeble torpedo attacks by fast
motorboats.

In the air, on the other hand, at the beginning of '44 the Germans
were still formidable* Since the vast invasion fleet would be an ideal
target for air bombing, through the late winter and spring of that
year a persistent Anglo-American air campaign, the greatest of its
kind ever seen, was waged against the Luftwaffe. The obvious diffi-
culty in such an operation is that the bombers of the defending side
cannot be forced to accept battle. When adequately sheltered or
concealed on the ground, they cannot be attacked at all In this
sense the defending planes resemble the "fleets in being* of the old
naval wars, secure within fortified harbors which could be taken
only from the land side. On the other hand, an offensive air force,
unlike the superior fleets of former days, by attacking the defender's
territory can at least compel a part of his planes, ie., his fighters, to
accept battle in the air. The scales are indeed heavily weighted in
favor of the defender, who can oppose comparatively cheap fighters,
each with a one-man crew, to the costly offensive bombers with
their larger crews and their escorting fighters. Accordingly, such
uphill work can be attempted only with great superiority of force.
In the present case that superiority at last existed and was vigor-
ously used*

From February, '44, until the landings in early June and there-
after, English and American planes persistently attacked, taking for
their targets German airfields, especially those within fifty miles of
the Channel, factories directly supporting the German air effort,
and German communications in and behind the invasion zone.
Coming as a climax to the indecisive but strenuous bombing cam-
paigns of '42 and '43, in the main that of '44 at long last succeeded
For many of its details we must wait for fuller information. As to
its length we should note that prewar German military authorities